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	Anneliese Klix-Eastridge ('66)

3509 Commonwealth Road 

Yakima, WA 98901

(509) 930-0048

E-Mail:  yakice@charter.net
Condensed From:  ’62 – ‘66


  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CLASS OF ‘66


Dear classmates, I am delighted to have been able to put together this synopsis of our six years in high school together.  I had in my basement the entire Mt Baker Beacons from 62-66.  Unfortunately my annuals were all damaged due to a basement flood.  I paraphrased, added a few comments of my own and had fun.  I did find some of the articles… quite amusing.  Enjoy.–Anneliese

DECEMBER 1961    

 Cat and Canary play at the high school.

MB HISTORY:

     Did you know there were at one time 28 small schools in the MB district?  Can you imagine?  Remember though, that at that time there were no cars, busses or motor vehicles of any kind.  Most of the students rode horses or walked to school.  There were 10 - 40 students of all ages in one large classroom.
WICKERSHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT #62:   
In 1885 Noah Wickersham built a raft, crossed Lake Whatcom and filed on a homestead.  Six years later the Wickersham School District was established.  The following year the railroad came and the town was established.
      The first schooling of the region was done in a home in Acme. The first local school was built just across the Skagit Co. line.  The second school was built in 1893 at Maple Ave and Railroad Street.  It’s now used as a church. Pupils ranged in age from 5 to 24.  Thirty -six attended in 1895 School was held for a two to three month term usually in the fall. Finances usually determined the length of the term.

In 1908 a two room building was constructed on a hill above the town. Nine years later it was replaced by a four room building to accommodate grades 9-12; and in 1922 the district became part of the Union High School.  The first 8 grades continued at Wickersham until 1938 when students entered the new building of the Acme Consolidated District at Acme.

HEADLINER - Bliven twins show talent!  
Remember Bill and Frank?  They were a year behind us in school but I remember them and their guitar, mandolin strummin’ abilities–they often competed in talent shows with Margaret Root (class of 65).  

FALL 1962 
Out of the Frying Pan fall play.
Margaret Root (15) appears on Ted Mack Amateur Hour on TV in a talent competition. It was taped in Chicago.  (I remember how excited the whole school was for her –this was huge!)

Klaus Klix suffered internal injuries in a Jr. High football game with Meridian. It happened in the opening kickoff on the game. He sat thru the game and was taken to the hospital upon returning back to the school.  He was in critical condition with a punctured intestine and spent several weeks in the hospital.

Remember our Christmas classroom door decorating contests?  They were always a great hit.

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court is spring musical.

Jr. High boy’s basketball team wins Whatcom County Championship against Nooksack.  Both teams had been undefeated! The final score was 29-24. High scorer was Lowell Bakke with 11 points, Darrell Sweitzer made 6 points, Steve Baklund made 7, Jeff Marr made 3 and Tom Hanson made 2. (Was this an omen of things to come?  These guys won all honors 3 years later too! )

Freshman Frolic was a hit in spring 1963.  Diana Henderson was crowned queen and Tom Hanson king.  Steve Stromme and Barbara Gorum were 1st royalty and Darrell Sweitzer and Judie Score were 2nd royalty.  The theme was Bunny Hop and it was called one of the most successful freshman frolics EVER!  How about that.  

Fall 1963
Brigadoon chosen as the spring musical this year.  X Marks the Spot was the fall play.  (Anyone remember that one? Not me.)

November 22 President Kennedy was shot–the whole school went into shock and many tears were shed.  I bet you all remember exactly where you were when the news broke–I was in Mrs. Bells English class when it came over the intercom.

Ski Club officers Klaus Klix, Linda Holmes, Ann Bronson

(Insert photo3)
Remember the Beatles?  Beatle mania took hold and dominated the talent show held this year.  It was a scream!! They took the whole world by storm!!

FALL 1964
 Charlie’s Aunt was the fall play.

The Beacon Editor has a ripping editorial about CHILDISH GAMES BY Sr. Higher. #1 bad sport this year is spit wad sling-shooting with a rubber band. This is done mainly at passing students as targets in the halls and on school busses. #2 is apple core throwing in the cafeteria. #3 is the stick from the ice cream bar–an ingenious tool to pester and poke and generally raise the ire of others–such childish games (things just never change).

1964 Mr. Ziegler dies.  Wasn’t he the superintendent prior to Wm. Castles?








.

“What do you want for Christmas” was an article in Dec 1964.  Classmates and MB staff responded: Edna Lawrence –needs some new lettuce for her rabbit; Jeff Marr –would like a new muffler for his car.  I guess the old ones weren’t loud enough; Mr. Baker –needs a new pair of pants, Santa better not forget him; Jens Solvik –just wants a little kiss from his wife; Mr. Rose –would like a little peace and quiet, 2 new office girls 6th period would help; Mr. Sirguy –would like anything he can get; Mr. Wilkinson –would like a basketball championship; Mr. Baklund –wants a Cadillac convertible; Anneliese Klix –wants a good ole Santa Claus.


SPRING 1965
 Sound of Music is the musical this year.  It was a huge hit. Judie Score, Dale Shafer and Dan Daniels from our class were in lead roles. Many were involved in stage band, props, choruses, and supporting roles.

Ray Bruland was chosen as the FFA rep at the state convention.

Headline 3/22/1965 –3000 loose lives from school water!!!   3000 lives were lost during the cold snap in Dec of 64.  The causalities were Chinook salmon raised by Mr. Bronson’s conservation class. The boys tried to save the fingerlings from the frozen troughs of the school hatchery by transporting them to the sinks in the photo lab, but to no avail–they died of lack of oxygen. What a loss.

The 64-65 Mountaineers basketball team placed 4th in the Co. standings.  Classmates on the team in the picture are Steve Baklund, Lowell Bakke, Darrell Sweitzer, and Tom Hanson.

April 1965 Mountie Band appears at Queen Elizabeth Theater in Vancouver BC!   What a huge event this was –the band was the first US high school band ever to play in the opera house and for the first time in history our band performed on a professional stage. TV commentator Ted Reynolds was the emcee. Lynn Valum (class of 65) sang and the event concluded with the famous Highland Fling.  

Barbara Lidbeck was named regional officer of the FHA. She was able to travel to Philadelphia for the conference and planning sessions in Olympia.

Debaters Lee McCullough and Nancy Keplinger took 2nd at the district. debate contest. The subject was “should nuclear weapons be controlled by an international organization.”  

My Sister Eileen –fall play.  Cast included Klaus Klix, Judie Score, Dan Daniels, Tom Hansen, Dan Barton, Dale Shaffer, Dave Harmoney, Ray Bruland, Dick Seelye, and Linda Holmes.
Sr. class smallest of six grades!  Only 76 of the 572 students at MBJSHS are seniors this year. The JR class has 106–the largest.    As I recall we graduated with a class record small class of 69 and the following year the record large class had 105.  Our Sr. Sneak was to Soap Lake–it was fun.

Band replacing uniforms originally bought in 1950!  Unfortunately our class wasn’t there to see the new ones–we were long gone when they arrived the following year.   New jackets cost $50 and complete uniforms were $110.  Total cost spent on new and replaced uniforms was $5100.  Trivia: The original costs were: kilt $12, sporran $10.50, jacket $31.40, broach $3.50,  hat $3.60, socks $2.50, belts$2.50, scarves $1.55, spats $3.50 total $71.05 The socks were hand knit by a lady in Vancouver.  They were looking for someone who could knit new ones for the new uniforms. Please contact Mr. Ford if you know who could fill the order- 75 pair.   (What a riot.)

More Band News:
The band played at the UW Band day halftime show.

The band also played a BC game in Empire Stadium.

FFA picks Nancy Davis as sweetheart.  
Way to go Nancy!!  She was awarded a corsage, jacket

and necklace at the banquet.

Article entitled HEY SENIORS!   That was us.

Remember the cry Wasty, Wasty, Lily Wasty?  Remember what it meant?  The Wasty yell was popular this year and kept the spirits high. It meant “good, good, very good” in Indian. The idea came from a leadership conference.  A king and queen were elected before each pep assembly based on their spirit.  The first elected were Leora Curtis and our own Ed Ryan. Dan Daniels was also crowned later.

Christmas wishes Dec 65: Dan Daniels–a little red wagon; Chris Arnold–her two front teeth; Lee McCullough–Johnnie 7 one man army?  What is that Lee?  Sande Tisland–hamburger without the ham.

SPRING 1966
In the classroom: “Seniors are still murdering Macbeth”;   Physics students study slinkies to see how wave motions travel;  In Mrs. McEwen’s chemistry class Tom Hanson  has been playing around with balloons .  He fills them with dry ice to see what would happen. As the balloons expanded everyone watched with caution until BOOM it exploded in 6th period.  

Spring musical– Babes in Arms
65-66 Cheerleaders from our class were Marianne Linderman, Fran Palmer Char Kosa, and Judie Score.
Unsung heroes that deserved recognition in the paper were Jens Solvik our janitor-maintenance man for 22 years, and Tony Ryan, who was the bus driver and janitor for 14 years.  Remember them?  Jens was the typical Norwegian and a great guy who hung out a lot in the furnace room.  I bummed a ride home with him one night and caught him shaving in the furnace room.  He wanted to have that smooooth face for his dear wife Myrtle when he got home.  (Left quite an impression on me).
Now we come to the climax the great year of 1966????

January–The cast of Babes in Arms was complete–and too many classmates too mention.  We had great participation in the cast and band and supporting roles. 

The debate team of Linda H and Lee M won county honors –AGAIN!!!

“School Diploma is Worth Money” by Judie Score

Paraphrased the numbers are: without a diploma lifetime earnings $116,000. Seems like a lot to you?  The average lifetime is 76 years.  If you figure you work 49 of them $116k isn’t much.  That figures $2367 per year. Or $197 per month.  On the other hand if you graduate you could earn $165,000.  With two years of college you could earn $190,000 and as a college grad it could be $268,000 in your lifetime.  To make a long argument short–stay in school, it pays!  (Great article Judie!  Boy has times changed!  Many now make those figures in one year!)

Related article March 66 “Minimum Wage Threatens Jobs”

Boiled down –this must have been the advent of the minimum wage!  If passed adults will receive $1.15 and children over 16 – 90cents.  Kids picking strawberries will loose all incentive to work because no matter how fast they go they won’t earn as much as an adult, therefore piecework would be the only fair wage. (Makes sense to me.)

TROPHIES WON THIS YEAR ARE AMAZING–WHAT A LILY WASTY YEAR!

(I believe this year we took every trophy and 1st place that was available–we were truly awesome!)
WWSC Speech -Interp finalist; WWSC speech Extemp finalist; Jr. High football co-champ; Sr., High League basketball Champ; Co Sportsmanship; All Sports Award; Sr. Band at Wenatchee; Apple Blossom; Nooksack Track& Field; NM Dist. Debate; Co league-track; Co Champs basketball; Men’s faculty bowling; Debate; Co. baseball; —(WOW–I’m BREATHLESS!)

Class speakers for commencement:

Lee McCullough as ASB president opening and closing remarks; Fran Peterson speaking on education; Judie Score on social aspects; Tom Hanson on politics; Barbara Lidbeck, on morality; and Lowell Bakke on spiritual responsibility.

Linda Holmes represented the US at a Peace Arch annual youth celebration with a speech entitled “Youths Fight For World Peace”.

Mary Ann Kartman won a $250 scholarship at WWSC plus 4 years of private lessons for her flute playing abilities.  (Let’s ask her if she used that –?)

Sally Eggan is Mt Bakers Betty Crocker Homemaker of tomorrow!

Sr. prom was held at the Elks in Bellingham.  The theme was Sayonara.  The Bluenotes (Mr. Ford’s band) played for us. Royalty was Queen & King Francis Haner and Ray Bruland; 1st up were Judie Score and Byron Wood,   2nd were Barb Gorum and Steve Stromme.

Remember Viet Nam–the draft?  Uncle Sam is calling was the editorial in the April 66 issue. The last paragraph summed it up:  ”Will you quietly join the service or just as quietly enroll for college?  Will you fight the draft and burn your card, or will you try to escape through an early marriage and hope for a family?  We the nation await your decision.”

(Insert Sr.  Class plans article)

From the 1966 annual I gleamed this trivia:

Well Mannered; Nancy Davis and Byron Woods     Neatness: Barb Gorum and Ray Bruland,   Sportsmanship: Fran Peterson and Lowell Bakke, Friendliest: Diana Henderson and Steve Stromme, Ideal Couple: Diana and Lowell, Sophisticated: Francis Haner and Steve Baklund   Humorous: Judie Score and Klaus Klix, Hot Rodders: Julie Albans and Tom Van Dyke,   Most Talented: Sandie Toler and Dale Shafer, Most Dependable: Shirley Pefley and Tom Hanson   Most likely to Succeed:  Barbara Lidbeck and Lee McCullough, so, class–have we changed any?

Well that’s it–I know there was so much more going on.  Maybe some of these musings will jog your memories and stimulate conversations of “remember when we ...”
